Antibacterial defence mechanisms.
Pathogenic bacteria fall into two groups with regard to their fate within phagocytes: extracellular bacteria are promptly killed after phagocytosis and facultative intracellular bacteria are resistant to intracellular killing unless macrophages are activated. Extracellular bacteria cause purulent infections, and facultative intracellular bacteria granulomatous ones. Humoral immune mechanisms (antibody, complement) deal mainly with extracellular bacteria, while cellular immune mechanisms (T cells, macrophages) deal with facultative intracellular bacteria. The specific and nonspecific factors and their interactions are discussed with respect to their role in the buildup of an effective antibacterial defence.